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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. This communication is in response to applicant's amendment filed July 25, 2005. Claims 
1-24 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another 
filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an 
international application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), 
(2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by the applicant for 
patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(APA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 
do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly fi-om an 
international application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the 
reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 
35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

2. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Britton et al (US 
Patent No. 6,442,577 Bl). Hereinafter, referred to as Britton. 

With respect to claims 1,11,16, and 22, Britton discloses in Fig. 1, a network system 100 
includes users 120.1-120.P, organizations 1 14.1-1 14.K (terminal servers having a geographic 
location), and ICP 1 12.1-1 12.7 (host systems). Britton fiirther discloses in Fig. 3, participant 
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database 300 for storing identification information for the ISP and organization nodes (a 
database). Britton discloses (col. 5, lines 1-7) that the organization node 1 14.2 forwards the 
service request, together with the EP address (terminal server identifier) (herein, the IP address 
corresponds to an assigned geographic location) assigned to the organization node 1 14.2, to the 
ICP node 1 12.2 via the Internet 1 10 (receiving at a host system, a terminal server identifier from 
a terminal server having a geographic location). Upon receiving the service request from the 
organization node 1 12.2, the HTTP server 1 13.2 in the ICP node 1 12.2 retrieves a home page 
and sends it to the organization node 1 14.2 via the Intemet 110 (automatically sending the 
geographic location specific service data from the host system to the terminal server). Britton 
discloses in Figs. 3-6, different databases for matching the received IP address (herein, the IP 
address corresponds to an assigned geographic location) of the organizations (herein including 
the name of the organizations and locations of the organizations) to the customized web pages 
(querying a database to obtain service data associated with the geographic location of the 
terminal server based on the terminal server identifier). 

With respect to claims 2-3, 14-15, and 17, Britton discloses in Figs. 3-6, different 
databases for matching the received EP address of the organizations (herein including the name of 
the organizations and locations of the organizations) to the customized web pages (wherein the 
database includes a first record that associates the terminal server identifier with the geographic 
location and querying the database includes determining the geographic location based on the 
terminal server identifier data from the first record and fiirther wherein the database includes a 
record that associates the location with service data that is specific to the location, and querying 
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the database further comprises determining the location specific service data based on the 
determined location). 

With respect to claims 4 and 23, Britton discloses (col. 4, lines 64-67) that the intemal 
user computer 102.2 sends a service request to the organization node 1 14.2 via the Intranet or 
local area network 116 (establishing a data connection between the terminal server and a client 
computer). Britton discloses (col. 5, lines 7-1 1) that upon receiving the homepage from the ICP 
node 1 12.2 (receiving the geographic location specific service data at the terminal server), the 
organization node 1 14.2 forwards the homepage to the intemal user computer 120.2 via the 
Intranet or the local area network 116 (forwarding the geographic location specific service data 
from the terminal server to the client computer). 

With respect to claim 5, Britton discloses (col. 4, lines 64-67) that the communication 
between the intemal user computer and the organization node is established before the ICP 
receives the requested data (wherein establishing a data connection is carried out prior to 
receiving the terminal server identifier). 

With respect to claim 6, Britton discloses (col. 4, lines 14-18) that the user computer 
102.2 initiates a connection process (an example of which is a modem call via the public 
switched telephone network) to the ISP node 108.m via the connecting network 104 (wherein 
establishing a data connection further comprises receiving a dial-up modem connection from a 
client computer). 
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With respect to claims 7, 12-13, 18, and 24, Britton discloses (col. 5, lines 1-7) that the 
organization node 1 14.2 forwards the service request, together with the IP address (terminal 
server identifier) assigned to the organization node 1 14.2, to the TCP node 1 12.2 via the Internet 
110 (wherein the terminal server identifier comprises a network address associated with the 
terminal server). 

With respect to claims 8 and 19, Britton discloses (col. 5, lines 1-7) that the organization 
node 1 14.2 forwards the service request, together with the IP address (terminal server identifier) 
assigned to the organization node 1 14.2, to the ICP node 1 12.2 via the Internet 1 10 (wherein 
receiving the terminal server identifier further comprises receiving a data packet fi-om the 
terminal server, the data packet including the terminal server network address). 

With respect to claims 9 and 20, Britton discloses (col. 4, line 62 - col. 5, line 4) that 
assuming the intemal user computer wants to obtain web pages (information service) fi"om the 
ICP node 1 12.2. The intemal user computer sends a service request to the organization node 
1 14.2. Upon receiving the service request from the intemal user computer, the that the 
organization node 1 14.2 forwards the service request, together with the IP address (terminal 
server identifier) assigned to the organization node 1 14.2, to the ICP node 1 12.2 via the Intemet 
110 (wherein the data packet includes request data received at the terminal server from the client 
computer, the request data identifying an information service). 
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With respect to claims 10 and 21, Britton discloses in Figs. 3-6, different databases for 
matching the received IP address of the organizations (herein including the name of the 
organizations and locations of the organizations) to the customized web pages (wherein querying 
the database comprises querying based on the terminal server identifier and the request data; and 
the geographic location specific service data obtained by the query of the database is associated 
with both the terminal server identifier data and with the service identified by the requested 
data). 

Response to Arguments 
3. Applicant's arguments filed July 25, 2005 have been fiiUy considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues in page 1 that Britton fails to describe or suggest a terminal server 
having a geographical location and a database that is queried to obtain service data associated 
with the geographic location of the terminal server based on the terminal server identifier. 
Applicant fiarther states, pages 1-2, that according to Britton, upon receiving a request for data 
fi-om a particular IP address, the ICP captures the IP address and compares it against IP addresses 
stored in a participant database. The ICP then finds the name of the organization in the 
participant database and looks up associated information based on the organization name. 
Further, based on the organization name, Britton then suggests delivery of a webpage containing 
customized advertising content. Applicant fiirthermore states that Britton fails to determine the 
geographic location of the terminal server fi-om which the request is received. Britton does not 
maintain or track any information related to a geographic location. And Britton fails to disclose 
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a database that is queried to obtain service data associated with the geographic location of the 
terminal server. 

Examiner respectfully disagrees. First of all, it should be understood that an IP address is 
like a telephone number that identifying who and where you are. Therefore, upon receiving a 
request for data from a particular IP address, that IP address is then compared against IP 
addresses stored in a database, and associated information is delivered. Herein, the IP address is 
indirectly used to look up associated information. Therefore, Britton discloses that a terminal 
server having a geographic location and a database that is queried to obtain service data 
associated with the geographic location of the terminal server based on the terminal server 
identifier. 

Applicant ftirther argues in page 2 that an IP address itself does not contain any 
geographic information. Examiner respectfiilly disagrees. An IP address identifies who you are 
and where you are from. Therefore, it contains geographic information regarding the user. For 
further information, please see RFC 1918 IP address. 

Applicant argues in page 3 that applicant's claimed association of a terminal server 
identifier with a particular geographic location enables delivery of content that is localized and 
thus geographically relevant to the recipient. Examiner has carefully reviewed independent 
claims and found no such argued limitations, e.g., "delivery of content that is localized and thus 
geographically relevant to the recipient". 

Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the maiUng date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anh-Vu H. Ly whose telephone number is 571-272-3 175. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00am - 4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chi Pham can be reached on 571-272-3 179. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this appHcation or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EEC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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